
Appendix 1 
(Mrs Morris) 

 
Hello, I’m Sarah Morris, representing residents and users of Love Lane, where I’ve lived for 8 years, 

my back garden backs onto Churchers College playing fields. They’ve been good neighbours, I don’t 

bother them and they don’t bother me. All their vehicular traffic comes and goes via their Ramshill 

entrance, save big events a handful of Saturdays s a year when they park on the field and egress via 

Love Lane.  

The lane serves about 50 homes, the Community Centre, Football Club, Petersfield Ambulance 

station, the skatepark, and 2 nurseries. Its is a dead end for vehicles, but it does have a wooded 

footpath at the end, connecting with the north east of the town. 

Cars park along most of it’s length, so its effectively a single track road. 

Most “journeys” along Love Lane are on foot, bicycle, scooter and skateboard, it’s part of the LCWIP, 

it’s a main walking route for hundreds of children, mostly unaccompanied, going to Herne Junior 

School at the other end of the footpath or coming into town for TPS. 

In 2018 Churchers sought pre-application advice for the Goodfield Centre, a knockdown and rebuild, 

which stated in words and pictures that “access and circulation remains unaltered” so no-one 

objected, as our expectation was set that everything would continue to go in and out of Ramshill. 

They then started submitting full applications, again stating “existing vehicle and transport links to 

and from the school remain unaltered”. Nothing on any of the documents suggested their intent to 

use Love Lane for construction traffic – if it had, we would have objected. Last summer the work 

started and there has been a steady stream of trucks ever since, which is definitely not what their 

application said would happen. Key here is they say one thing and do another. 

This application has potential to impact Love Lane far more than we were expecting from the pre-

app, which said “overflow” or “event” parking , but it’s become relocation of parking spaces from 

Ramshill side of their site to bigger “south parking” on the fields side of their site, apparently 

recommended by the South Downs planning officer who commented at the pre-app site visit in July 

2018 that Goodfield was an “opportunity to improve user experience”  

The current plans show 2 way circulation into and out of south parking, and Churchers say “these 

arrows do not indicate any specific intention for traffic flows beyond the existing level of use”. To be 

clear, the existing level of use is a handful of Saturdays a year. If that were true there would be no 

need for the Parking Management Plan required by Highways. 

The advice from Planning on the pre-app was that they could intensify use of the Love Lane gate, but 

this was not even requested on their pre-application, so if this was their true intent then at best 

their pre-app documentation was disingenuous with it’s reassurances of “no change in vehicle 

movements” and at worst the statements on their application were straight-forward lies.  

The gate is 4m wide and is not safe for the people using the footpath, as seen on the videos I sent 

you. 

We don’t object to the grass block, but we do object to their being able to use Love Lane gate for 

any more than the established use pre-Goodfield.  

Love Lane is not capable of safely absorbing any more traffic, and the safety of local people should 

be the priority here, not an “improved user experience” for Churchers College. 

 


